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Hello Everyone! 
This packet is designed as a resource for 
families to explore the Christmas season 
together and to dive in to the different 
aspects of Christmas in an engaging way! 
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 *Parent Caution: May not be suitable for younger children 
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More Resources        23 
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The Christmas Story 
Sometimes in the hustle and bustle of the 
Christmas season, while we’re all focused on 
the gifts we will get or decorating the 
yummiest of Christmas cookies, it’s easy to 
forget the real reason we have Christmas in 
the first place! There is so much more than 
presents, a tree, and eggnog.  

 
Let’s turn to the Bible to find out 

the reason we celebrate this special 
time of year! 

 
Luke 1:26-38, Luke 2:1-21 
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The Birth of Jesus Foretold 
26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to 
Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man 
named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The 
angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord 
is with you.” 
29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting 
this might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have 
found favor with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are 
to call him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most 
High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will 
reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 
34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 
35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the 
Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called[b] the 
Son of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old 
age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For 
no word from God will ever fail.” 
38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be 
fulfilled.” Then the angel left her. 
 
The Birth of Jesus 
2 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be 
taken of the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place 
while[a] Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own 
town to register. 
4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 
Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of 
David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married 
to him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for 
the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped 
him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room 
available for them. 
8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over 
their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory 
of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said 
to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for 
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all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he 
is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby 
wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 
13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 
praising God and saying, 
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to 
one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, 
which the Lord has told us about.” 
16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying 
in the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning 
what had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed 
at what the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these 
things and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying 
and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just 
as they had been told. 
21 On the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise the child, he was named 
Jesus, the name the angel had given him before he was conceived. 
 

Discussion Questions: 
1. What happened? Can you retell the story in 

your own words? 
2. Who did the Angels tell first? Why did they 

visit these people? 
3. How did the shepherds respond to learning 

about Jesus’ birth? 
4. Why do we celebrate Christmas? 
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Extension Activities for the 
Christmas Story: 

• Illustrate the story. Turn it into a 
picture book or a graphic novel. 

• Create a play and act out the story 
with your family.  

• Rewrite the story as though it 
happened in a different place or a 
different time. 

• Write a song to go with the story that 
highlights the important parts 

• Make puppets or other action figures 
and use them to retell the story 
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Story Songs from Scripture: 
A Christmas Birthday 

Story Songs from Scripture is Kurtis 
Parks’ unique take on bible stories. In A 
Christmas Birthday, we get to explore the 
Christmas story through a song! 
 

Scan the QR Code to watch the 
music video! 
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Story Songs Activities 
All of Kurtis’ Story Songs have lessons 
for families to try to solidify the story 
and the memory verse! 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Memory Verse:  
“For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 
Christ the Lord.” Luke 2:11, ESV 

 
Story: 

Listen/watch the Story Song. 
Read the story from the Bible, a modified children’s Bible (like 
Zondervan’s Beginner’s Bible).  

Luke 2:1-20  
There was a woman named Mary and a man named Joseph. 
They were going to get married. An angel came and told them 
that Mary was going to have a baby. Because the king decided to 
have a census (a time to count all the people in his kingdom), 
they had to go on a trip to a far away place called Bethlehem. 
Lots of other people were traveling, too, and there wasn’t any 
space in any of the hotels, called inns, for Mary and Joseph. 
They found a barn to stay in. While they were in Bethlehem, 
Mary had her baby! She put her baby in a manger, which is 
where the food that animals eat is supposed to go. His name 
was Jesus. Jesus was the Savior of the world. When he grew up, 
he would die so that everyone who believes in him can be in 
heaven forever! 

 
Discussion:  

Basic: What happened in the story? Who was Mary? Who was 
Joseph? Where did they go? Where was Jesus born?  
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Deeper: Why was Jesus born in a barn? How do you think Mary and 
Joseph were feeling when Jesus was born? 
Deepest: Do you think any of the innkeepers would have let Mary and 
Joseph in if they knew Jesus was the Savior? 
 

Activity: 
How a census works: a chance for the kids to explore the census to 
explain why Mary and Joseph had to go to Bethlehem 
Materials: colored pompoms, colored paper that coordinates with the 
pompoms 
Set up: spread the colored papers around the room, some far away, 
some close to a pile of colorful pompoms. 
How to play: Ask the kids to sort the pompoms onto the colored 
papers. If the game is going too quickly, they can only move one or 
two pompoms at a time. Discuss how the census worked – all the 
people had to go back where their families were from, even if it was 
far away. 
 

Craft: 
Popsicle Stick Manger: Baby Jesus is born! 
Materials: popsicle sticks, yellow or brown yarn, circle paper cutouts 
for baby head, oval paper cutouts for baby body, construction paper, 
glue, crayons/markers 
What to do: Give each child a piece of construction paper. Glue two 
popsicle sticks in an X shape on the paper. Glue yarn in the top of the 
X to make hay in the manger. Glue baby body and head on top of the 
manger. Children can decorate outside the manger with animals, 
stars, etc. 

 
Craft modified from: 
https://www.gluedtomycraftsblog.com/2018/12/popsicle-stick-baby-
jesus.html 
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What is Advent? 
Sometimes people call Christmastime Advent. But 
what is advent? What does it mean and how is 
advent different than Christmas? Advent is a way 
to count down to Christmas and keep the focus on 
Christ! 

 
Most people celebrate Advent by lighting candles 
on an Advent wreath. 
• Advent wreaths are full of symbolism and 

teach us about the different parts of the 
Christmas story. They have five candles on 
them. 
o The first candle represents the 

expectation of the savior and HOPE. We 
light this candle every week of Advent. 

o The second candle represents preparation 
for the coming of the savior and the 
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PEACE he brings. We light this candle 
starting in the second week of Advent. 

o The third candle represents Jesus coming 
to earth as our Savior and the LOVE God 
has for us. We light this candle starting in 
the third week of Advent. 

o The fourth candle (the pink one) 
represents us rejoicing and celebrating the 
coming of the Messiah and the JOY we 
have! We light this candle on the fourth 
week of Advent. 

o The last candle celebrates the birth of 
Jesus! Because Jesus is the center of 
Advent and the Christmas season, he is 
the center of the wreath. We light this 
candle on Christmas day.  

 

As we move through the Christmas 
season, let’s focus on the hope, 

peace, love, and joy that the Birth 
of Jesus brings us! 
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Who was St. Nicholas? 
 

Hey parents! If you have younger 
children, you may want to preview this 

lesson before going through it with them. 
Some children may find it upsetting if 

they aren’t ready! 
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Did you know…? 
St. Nicholas is said to be the original 

Santa Claus! 
 

Some facts about St. Nicholas: 
• He grew up in a place called Myra that is in 

modern-day Turkey. 
• He was a Christian Bishop in a time when 

there were a lot of people who didn’t like 
Christians. 

• He is often called the Patron saint of 
children because he spent a lot of time with 
kids and orphans.  
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• There is a story behind why people say he’s 
the original Santa Claus, but people aren’t 
sure if it’s true or not. 
o The story goes like this: St. Nicholas was 

walking through his town when he 
overheard a father explaining to his 
three daughters that he couldn’t afford 
to have them stay at home and was going 
to have to send them into a bad situation. 
St. Nicholas heard this and wanted to 
help. He got three bags of gold, one for 
each daughter, and threw them in 
through their window one night. 

• The first ideas of what we now know as a 
jolly old man with a big white beard came 
from the Netherlands and Germany. 
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Crafts and Activities 
Compare Christmas Stories 

Read the Christmas story from Matthew 
1-2 and Luke 1-2. Compare and contrast 
the stories. Discuss how, even though the 
stories are slightly different, they still 
have the same message and importance.  
 

Create a nativity scene 
Using clay, playdoh, Model Magic, or even 
just paper and crayons, make a nativity 
scene. Discuss the different people 
represented in the nativity scene and 
their roles in the Christmas story. 
 

Make Christmas Cards 
Make Christmas cards for friends and 
family. Write personal messages of joy, 
peace, and love on the cards to spread the 
joy of Christmas to others!  
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Make ornaments 

Create special ornaments for each 
member of your family! Many craft stores 
have empty globe ornaments that can be 
filled or painted. You could also use popsicle 
sticks to build a picture frame to fill with 
photos from the year. Or, get creative 
and make a totally inventive ornament!  
 

Family traditions 
Talk about traditions and why we have 
them. Think about traditions that most 
people celebrate. Then, discuss and write 
down any special traditions that are 
unique to your family. Start a new 
tradition with your family! 
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Service Projects 
 

Christmastime is a wonderful time to 
focus on others and serving them. Here 
are some ideas to plug your family into 
your community and to be the hands and 

feet of Christ during the Christmas 
season! 

 
Operation: Christmas Child 

Operation: Christmas Child works to 
donate shoeboxes full of supplies and toys 
to children in poverty across the globe. Go 
to www.samaritanspurse.org/what-we-
do/operation-christmas-child/ for more 
information. 
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Soup Kitchen 
Find a local food pantry or soup kitchen. 
Volunteer time to sort through food or 
serve meals to the needy in your 
community! To find a food pantry near you, 
visit https://www.feedingamerica.org/. 
 

Blessing Bags 
Homelessness doesn’t go away just 
because it’s Christmas. Put together 
blessing bags for homeless people in your 
area. Fill the bags with warm supplies like 
socks and a thermal camping blanket as 
well as sharing the reason for the 
Christmas season! 
 

Christmas Caroling 
Go Christmas caroling in your area or at a 
local nursing home! Share Christmas joy 
with others! 
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Christmas Baking 
Bake and decorate cookies or other yummy 
Christmas goodies. Bag them up and bring 
them to your local police station, 
firehouse, or hospital. These community 
helpers don’t stop working just because it 
is Christmas! 
 

Donate Socks 
The Joy of Sox is an organization that 
works with homeless people across the 
country, working to get them socks for 
warmth. https://thejoyofsox.org/  
 

Donate Toys 
Toys for Tots is an organization that 
gives new toys to children of military 
families or other less-fortunate families. 
https://www.toysfortots.org/  
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More Resources for Families: 
Explaining Advent to Kids: 

 
 
 

Who was St. Nicholas? 
*Parents, preview this article before you read it with kids to make sure it is 
appropriate for your family. It is not from a children’s website. 

 
Kids of Bridges YouTube Channel: 

 


